
WAC 390-32-030  Complaint publication—Fair Campaign Practices 
Code—Alternative to investigation or adjudicative proceeding.  (1) 
Written and signed complaints alleging a violation of one or more spe-
cific provisions of WAC 390-32-010. The Fair Campaign Practices Code 
may be submitted to the commission by any person.

(a) Subject to the limitations in subsection (4) of this section, 
upon receipt of a complaint under subsection (1) of this section, the 
executive director shall forward a copy of the complaint to the re-
spondent within twenty-four hours, accompanied by a request for a re-
sponse to the complaint returned within five business days from the 
date of mailing.

(b) Upon receipt of any response, the executive director shall 
forward a copy of the response to the complainant. A copy of the com-
plaint and the response shall be sent to news media at the expiration 
of the five business days for response. The complaint and the response 
shall be available at the commission office for public inspection and 
copying. If no response is received within five business days, the 
complaint shall be made public without a response.

(c) The commission will not issue comments or opinions about com-
plaints or responses received under this subsection.

(2) As provided by WAC 390-37-060, and considering the factors 
set forth in WAC 390-37-061, the executive director may authorize the 
processing of a complaint alleging violations of chapter 42.17A RCW or 
Title 390 WAC according to the complaint publication process provided 
in this section.

(a) Subject to the limitations in subsection (4) of this section, 
upon receipt of a complaint authorized by the executive director for 
processing under this subsection, the executive director shall forward 
a copy of the complaint to the respondent, accompanied by a request 
for a response to the complaint to be returned within five business 
days from the date of mailing.

(b) Complaints authorized by the executive director for process-
ing under this subsection shall be forwarded to the respondent within 
eight days prior to the date that ballots must be available under RCW 
29A.40.070(1).

(c) Upon receipt of any response, the executive director shall 
forward a copy of the response to the complainant. A copy of the com-
plaint and the response shall be sent to news media at the expiration 
of the five business days for response. The complaint and the response 
shall be available at the commission office for public inspection and 
copying. If no response is received within five days, the complaint 
shall be made public without a response.

(d) Except as provided under (a) or (b) of this subsection, the 
publication of complaints or responses under this subsection shall 
constitute the final disposition of complaints authorized by the exec-
utive director for processing under this section.

(3) Following the processing of a complaint under subsection (2) 
of this section, the executive director shall review the complaint and 
any response received. Whenever a complaint and response indicate that 
a material violation of chapter 42.17A RCW may have occurred and/or 
the respondent may not be in substantial compliance with the relevant 
statutes and rules, considering the factors set forth in WAC 
390-37-061, the executive director may:

(a) Dispose of the complaint through an additional alternative 
response as provided in WAC 390-37-060; or

(b) Direct a formal investigation be conducted.
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(4) The commission will make no attempt to secure a reply to and 
will make no public release of complaints received within eight days 
of the date that ballots must be mailed to voters under RCW 
29A.40.070(1).

(5) The filing of a complaint with the commission under this sec-
tion or any provision of chapter 390-37 WAC constitutes implied con-
sent to have the complainant's identity disclosed.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 42.17A.110(1). WSR 18-08-062, § 390-32-030, 
filed 4/2/18, effective 5/3/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 42.17A.110. 
WSR 17-03-028, § 390-32-030, filed 1/6/17, effective 2/6/17. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 42.17A.110(1). WSR 16-01-015, § 390-32-030, filed 
12/4/15, effective 1/4/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 42.17.370(1). WSR 
85-22-029 (Order 85-04), § 390-32-030, filed 10/31/85; Order 93, § 
390-32-030, filed 8/26/77; Order 91, § 390-32-030, filed 7/22/77.]
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